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T HIS LECTURE by Doctor Joel Edward Ricks is the twelfth in a series, 
. one of which is presented annually by a scholar chosen from the 
resident faculty at the Utah State Agricultural College. The occasion 
expresses one of the broad purposes of the College Faculty Association, an 
association of members of the faculty. These lectures appear under the 
Association's auspices as defined in article II of its Constitution, amended 
in 1951: 
The purposes of the organization shall be . . . to encourage intellectual 
growth and development of its members . . . by sponsoring an Annual 
Faculty Research Lecture ... . The lecturer shall be a resident member of 
the faculty selected by a committee of seven members, one of whom shall 
be appointed from the faculty of each of the Schools of the College .... 
In choosing the lecturers, the Committee shall take into consideration the 
achievements of faculty members in all the various areas of learning repre-
sented by the teaching and research of the Institution. Among the factors 
to be considered shall be outstanding achievement in one or more of the 
following : (1) publication of research through recognized channels in the 
field of the proposed lecture; (2) outstanding teaching over an extended 
period of years; (3) personal influence in developing the characters of 
students. 
Doctor Ricks was selected by the committee to the twelfth lectureship 
thus sponsored. On behalf of the members of the Association we are happy 
to present Doctor Ricks' paper: THE BEGINNINGS OF SETTLEMENT 
IN CACHE VALLEY. 
COMMITTEE ON FACULTY RESEARCH 
THIS PUBLICATION IS ALSO VOL. 1 , No. 3 OF THE UTAH STATE A GRICULTURAL 
COLLEGE MONOGRAPH SERIES. 
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PREFA CE 
I N THIS STUDY I have discussed the settling of the eleven Cache Valley towns founded by the close of 1860, portraying the lives of the pioneers 
in the first years only, when they lived close together in fort style fonnation. 
I conclude in 1864 when the Indians were no longer a serious menace and 
the settlers moved to their town lots and outlying farms. 
I appreciate this opportunity given me by the Faculty Association, its 
officers and research committee. I am especially grateful to my colleague, 
Dr. S. George Ellsworth, for valued suggestions and help; and to President 
Joseph Fielding Smith, A. Will Lund, and Preston Nibley of the Latter-day 
Saint Church Historian's Office. I wish to thank my friends in Cache 
Valley who have lent me the treasured journals of their pioneer ancestors. 
Most of all, I acknowledge the stimulating assistance of my wife-Katherine 
McKay Ricks. 
JOEL EDVVARD FUCKS 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF SETTLEMENT 
IN CACHE VALLEY 
By JOEL EDWARD RICKS 
Professor of History 
Utah State Agricultural College 
N OUR picturesque valley, virtually surrounded by mountains, 
watered by beautiful streams, filled · with rich soil, and covered 
by willows, sagebrush, and plentiful grasses, inhabited by beaver 
and other wild animals, the trapper, the explorer, and the pioneer found 
the answer to their quest for beauty and the search for an abundant living. 
BEFORE SETILEMENT 
BECAUSE the valley was thickly covered with willows they named it Willow Valley and because a trapper was killed in a landslide while 
making a cache in which to hide the furs it was called Cache Valley.1 
In the winter of 1824 and 1825 a party of "Rocky Mountain Men," among 
them James Bridger, came down the Bear River and while they trapped, 
the twenty year old Bridger paddled down the river to the Great Salt Lake. 2 
Shortly after, Peter Skene Ogden led a brigade of British traders over the 
trail of the Americans. He found rich grasses for his horses and saw herds 
of buffalo as far south as the present site of Paradise. 3 Traders of the 
American Fur Trading Company not only trapped the streams of the 
valley in the 1830's but also wintered cattle and horses in the area, and 
they praised the richness of the soil and the beauty of the region. 
Late in August 1843, the explorer Fremont and his men traveled 
through the north end of the region which he described as "the broad and 
fertile Cache Yalley."4 Captain Stansbury in 1849 surveyed the area as 
1. Warren Angus Ferris, Life in the Rocb Mountains, 1830-1835 (arr. by 
Herbert S. Auerbach, Salt Lake City, Utah : Rocky Mountain Book Shop, 01940) , 
p.43. 
2. J. Cecil Alter, James Bridger (Salt Lake City : Shepard Book Company, 
1947), pp. 46-55. 
3. E. E. Rich, ed ., Ogden's Sna~e Country Journals, 1824-26 (London: The 
HUdson's Bay Record Society, 1950), p. 43. 
4. John C. Fremont, Memoirs of My Life (Chicago: Belford, Clark and 
Company, 1887), p. 216. 
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a possible site for an army post. He praised the natural advantages of the 
country as a place for settlement emphasi~ing the gra~ing and irrigation 
possibilities. He then traveled to Salt Lake City where he met Brigham 
Young and undoubtedly told him of the advantages of Cache Valley as well 
as warned him of the severe winters.s 
The trapper Harris, meeting Brigham Young and the pioneers in 1847 
on the Green River, spoke glowingly of the gra~ing possibilities of the 
northern valley and Brigham Young sent a group of Mormon explorers to 
the north in August 1847. When they returned they reported it "a most 
beautiful valley-having seen the most timber of any place explored-from 
9 miles to 171/ 2 miles from camp are twelve streams running through a 
good country to the Great Salt Lake."6 
In 1855 a devastating drought in the region around Salt Lake City 
and southward brought the cattle of the settlers to the verge of starvation 
and Brigham Young sought the northern ranges. . 
In July and August, groups of herdsmen under the command of 
Briant Stringham. drove some twenty-five hundred cattle and horses belong-
ing to the church and to others to Cache Valley, the first herds arriving 
July 20 by way of Sardine Canyon. A field of one hundred acres was 
selected, fenced, and named Elkhorn Ranch, chosen because it contained a 
large spring and tall grass. 7 The men built several cabins of cottonwood logs 
and stacked two hundred tons of hay to feed the cattle. The Territorial 
Legislature granted Cache Valley to Brigham Young as Trustee-in-Trust 
for the Mormon Church for "herding and other purposes during the 
pleasure of the Legislative Assembly."s In November heavy snows and 
bli~~ards engulfed the valley. The hardier cattle escaped over the mountains 
to Box Elder and Weber Valleys though many of them were fro~n on the 
trail. The weaker cattle remained on the ranch, fed by the herders who 
spent the winter there. The men along with the wives of two of them 
suffered from lack of food until two of the men shot more than a hundred 
wild chickens and the others found stores which included a half bushel of 
seed peas and a bushel of wheat, which they ground in a coffee mill. 9 
Undoubtedly this food saved their lives since one effort to reach them with 
supplies failed and a second attempt by John C. Dowdle and William Garr 
5. Howard Stansbury, Exploration and Survey of the Valley of the Great 
Salt La~e of Utah (Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo and Co., 1852) , p. 95 . 
6. Thomas Bullock, Pioneer Camp Journal No.2, 1847 (MS in Latter-day 
Saints Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake City), p. 68. 
7. John C. Dowdle, Journal, 1847- 1895 (typewritten copy in possession of 
Joel E. Ricks), pp. 5-6. 
8. Resolutions. Acts and Memorials Passed at the Fifth Session of the Legis-
lative Assembly of the 'Territory of Utah (Salt Lake City, 1855), p. 22. 
9. M. R. Hovey, "History of Cache Valley" (typewritten, in possession of 
M. R. Hovey, Logan, written 1926) , pp. 12-13. 
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almost cost the life of Garr. Heber C. Kimball estimated that half of the 
twenty,five hundred cattle were frozen. Spring brought relief, and in the 
fall of 1856 the first settlers of Wellsville found several herders and some 
cattle still in the valley. 
THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OF CACHE 
VALLEY- MAUGHAN'S FORT 
IN 1856 as Brigham Young pondered over the possible settlement of Cache 
Valley, Peter Maughan and his neighbors in Tooele, faced by famine 
because of grasshopper destruction of crops, failure of their grain to mature 
because of salt in the soil, and Indian raids on their cattle, called on him 
to seek advice about settling in a more desirable place.10 The Mormon 
leader was in a dilemma. He weighed the dry regions of the south with 
milder climates against the rich grasslands of the north with their devastat, 
ing winters. Might not the new settlers suffer the same fate that overtook 
the cattle the year before or face an Indian massacre? But the people of 
Tooele must have relief so the Mormon leader gave his consent. 
Maughan recorded: 
On the 21st of July, 1856 I was sent by President Brigham Young to 
pick out a location in Cache Valley for a settlement. Brothers Z . Riggs, 
G. W. Bryan, William Maughan, J . Tate, M . Morgan and myself started 
and made a choice of the south end of the valley for our location.'" 
Peter Maughan returned and reported to Brigham Young who gave. 
permission to all who wished to do so to go with Peter Maughan to form 
a northern settlement. About the last of August 1856 a small party of 
eight men, seven with families, left for the northern country. They were 
Peter Maughan, G . W. Bryan, John and William Maughan, Zial Riggs, 
Francis Gunnel, D. Thompson, and William Hamblin. After leaving Box 
Elder the road was very rough but Mrs. Maug4.an gallantly drove the "first 
wagon into Cache Valley for settlement." As she reached the mouth of 
the canyon she exclaimed, "Oh what a beautiful valley." They drove to 
the stream (near the present Bankhead home) and camped September 15, 
1856. They spent two days looking for a site and in cutting hay for their 
stock and on the 17th they began to make corrals for their animals. While 
they still lived in their wagons the first snow of the season fell September 
26. During the storm Mrs. Maughan gave birth to the first child born in 
the settlement-Elizabeth Weston Maughan. She wrote: "having moved 
10. Mary Ann Weston Maughan, Journal No.2 (MS, 3 vols., 1850,1898, in 
possession of Utah Genealogical Society, Salt Lake City), p. 29. 
J 1.1. "Peter Maughan Diary," Tullidge's Histories of Utah (Salt Lake City: uventle Instructor Press, 1889), II, 44. 
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into our cabins Mr. Maughan started for Fillmore on the 25th of Nov. 
1856," and she continued "the houses were in two rows, north and south 
the ends being open. "12 This arrangement of two rows of houses facing 
each other was known as "fort style" and almost all of the settlements in 
the following years were built that way. 
The newcomers found only Andrew Moffat and the Garr brothers 
who were with the church cattle in the valley.l3 The tasks of these pia' 
neers and their families out on this distant frontier required resolute cour' 
age and great industry. Not only did they face a severe winter that almost 
overwhelmed them with its fury, but they located on the hunting grounds 
of the Shoshoni Indians challenging hundreds of dangerous red men who 
might, at any time, destroy this handful of settlers who remained stubbornly 
in their unprotected houses. 
Tragedy came during the distressing winter of 1856,1857. Young John 
Gardner "mushed" through the snow from Brigham City to Maughan's 
Fort but was frozen to death just before he reached the settlement. They 
found in his pocket a letter from Peter Maughan to his wife. The young 
man had lost his way and his life trying to deliver the mail. H 
At last spring came and these pioneers harnessed their oxen to their 
wooden plows and turned the stubborn soil, then pulverized it with wooden 
harrows, and planted their first crop. They dug ditches with rude shovels. 
Apparently 1857 was a good growing season, for Francis Gunnel wrote: 
. . . by the blessing of the Lord we raised a good crop after it had been 
prophecied by many we could not raise any grain on account of the severe 
Winters and frost during the Summers; by being blest with an abundant 
harvest we were greatly encouraged, we continued persevering- doing the 
best we could during the winter of 1857.1' 
That year Maughan's Fort increased to thirteen cabins. 
BRIGHAM YOUNG AND THE UTAH WAR 
FROM 1847 TO 1857 Brigham Young's plans for the settlement of the 
Great Basin matured. His leadership was unquestioned. Few non' 
Mormons knew Brigham Young as well as Captain Stansbury who in 
1849 described the Mormon leader: 
Resolute in danger, firm and sagacious in council, prompt and energetic in 
emergency, and enthusiastically devoted to the honor and the interests of 
12. M aughan, Journal No. 2, pp. 30,33 . 
13. Francis Gunnel, Journal (MS, in possession of Kate G. Haslam, Wells, 
ville), p . 10. 
14. Maughan, Journal No. 2, p. 33 . 
15 . Gunnel, Journal, p . 10. 
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his people, he had won their unlimited confidence, esteem and veneration, 
and he held an unrivaled place in their hearts .. . he combined in his own 
character the triple character of confidential advisor, temporal ruler and 
prophet of God." 
11 
Brigham Young sought to establish a "Bible Commonwealth" for his 
dedicated, heaven-seeking people and in so doing the leader did not distin' 
guish between spiritual and material labor. He said: 
The labor we perform produces principally the spiritual wealth. There 
is no such thing as dividing temporal from spiritual labor. It is all manual 
labor, It is to preach, bapti~e, lay on hands, go and fence a field, sow and 
water it for the kingdom of God on earth ... The aim of the Latter,day 
Saints is to beautify the earth like the Garden of Eden for the reception of 
the Son of Man." 
This leader with this concept planned his colonies from 1847 to 1857 
to cover a magnificently large area including all of Utah, Nevada, Arizona, 
and the western portion of Colorado and New Mexico, southwestern Wyo-
ming, and southern California. From 1848 to 1851 he sent groups of pio' 
neers under capable leaders to occupy strategic valleys in portions of this 
area. These centers were Ogden in 1848, Provo in 1849, and Brigham City, 
Manti, Fillmore, Parowan at the portals of the "Iron Country," and San 
Bernardino in the Cajon Pass fronting the Pacific-all in 1851. 
The "Utah War" interrupted and modified Brigham Young's plans 
of colonization. In 1857 President Buchanan dispatched a portion of the 
United States Army to Utah, to install the new governor, Alfred Cumming, 
and to aid him if necessary to execute the laws. I S The Chief Executive 
feared that the Mormon leader would resist the new governor. To the 
Mormon people and to Brigham Young the coming of the soldiers was 
serious. They believed that they had violated neither the Constitution nor 
other laws of their country. This seemed to them to be but a continuation 
of the persecutions which drove them from Missouri and Illinois. To fight 
if necessary or to withdraw if that were the only course to follow, led the 
Mormon leader to concentrate his people in the area south of Salt Lake. 
rre warned Peter Maughan and his small group to evacuate their settlement, 
smce they would be "so much exposed to the depredations of Indians, 
mountaineers and others ... we consider it wisdom for you to come within 
Our settlements."19 As a result of these instructions the Cache Valley 
16. Stansbury, op. cit., pp. 146,7. 
1 17. Brigham Young, Sermon in Conference in Cedar City, Utah, May 20, 
855 (in folder labeled Cedar City in Church Historian's Office). 
A 18 .. James Buchanan, "First Annual Message," in James D. Richardson, ed., 
CompIlatIOn of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1789,1897 (Washing' 
ton: Government Printing Office, 1897), V, 454 if. 
Le 19. Brigham Young to Peter Maughan, October 8, 1857, in Brigham Young 
tter Book No.2, MSS, pp. 896,897, Church Historian's Office. 
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settlers left their homes about the middle of March 1858 and moved into 
the southern settlements.20 
Fortunately through the intercession of Colonel Thomas 1. Kane of 
Pennsylvania and through the willingness of Governor Cumming to travel 
to Salt Lake Valley for a conference with Brigham Young, peace came to 
Utah. The United States troops marched through Salt Lake to a barren 
area in which they camped and named their outpost Camp Floyd after the 
secretary of war. 
However, the coming of the troops and other events required Brigham 
Young to make changes in his colonial plans. Nevada and southern Cali, 
fornia were lost and new regions were needed to accommodate the settlers 
who had left their homes. The migration of converts had been suspended 
during 1857 and 1858 because of the war, so in 1859 and 1860 the new' 
comers crowded the overpopulated settlements. 
THE SETTLEMENT OF CACHE VALLEY IN 1859 
THE UTAH WAR terminated in the fall of 1858 and as former settlers 
.of Cache Valley sought Brigham Young's consent to return to their 
houses the Mormon leader wrote to Peter Maughan: 
I was called upon by Brother Francis Gunnel this evening to know if 
it is deemed wisdom for you and the brethren of Cache Valley to return to 
that place. I think that it is quite safe as at any former time, and if there 
are thirty or forty men who wish to go and will build and live in a good 
substantial fort, and never leave it with less than twelve or fifteen men in 
or close about it, so as to be perfectly safe for families, then I am willing 
you should return otherwise I am not. You are perfectly aware Brother 
Maughan that you at that place are perfectly cut off from any assistance 
from any of our settlements during the winter. You will therefore have 
to rely entirely upon your own resources and should go strong enough and 
perfectly prepared to sustain yourselves and should moreover be very care-
ful in traveling in cold weather. You must be very cautious about the 
hostile Indians from the north." 
The lateness of the year as well as the words of caution from the Mor' 
mon leader delayed the return to Cache Valley until 1859. In April the 
Maughans left their temporary home near Willard to return to the Fort. 
Snows in the canyon blocked that route and they came over the pass north 
of Mendon and entered their house April 23, 1859. The return of the for' 
mer settlers and the coming of newcomers swelled the settlement to more 
20. Maughan, Journal No.2, p. 34. 
21. Brigham Young to Peter Maughan, September 24, 1858, in Brigham 
Young Letter Book No.4, MSS, pp. 414-415. 
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than thirty families and more houses had to be built.'" Maughan's Fort now 
became a rendezvous for the increasing stream of settlers who arrived that 
spring in Cache Valley. Mrs. Maughan wrote, "I have not slept in my bed 
for a week at a time and my floor was covered with beds. ",. During the 
summer new settlers lived in tents while they planted their crops. Harvests 
were good. In the fall they built their log houses with roofs of straw and 
dirt. As there were no mills in the valley they had to go to Brigham City 
to have their wheat ground. Mr. Walters wrote: 
We did not have anything much to live on Bread and a little Milk 
Sometimes a little Butter as Cows were not Plentiful ... Nobody knows 
what hardship People have to go through only those that have had it to do. 
We had to haul what wheat we had to Salt Lake and then sell it for fifty 
cents per bushel. Sugar we [bought for} 75c per pound. Calaco was 50c 
per yard common ' nails 75c per pound, a Spade or Shovel $5.00. These 
were the prices we had to pay for everything we needed and wheat at 50c 
per bushel. We had nothing else to sell and not much of that'" 
The influx of new settlers not only strengthened Maughan's Fort but 
also led to the founding of other towns. Peter Maughan, who was in charge 
of the Cache Valley settlement, had a busy season. Providence, Mendon, 
and Logan were settled in the spring, Franklin in the summer, and Smith, 
field in the autumn of 1859. The valley was well advertised in The Deseret 
News and the description of the excellent ranges reached most of the south, 
ern settlements. Peter Maughan advised the pioneers to colonize in the 
southern part of the valley, at least until they came in sufficient numbers 
to hold the northern area against possible Indian attacks. Even after the 
settlements were founded he recalled the colonizers to Maughan's Fort when 
the Indians threatened. 
A creek running from a spring (Spring Creek) attracted a few pio' 
neers in 1859. In 1857 Joseph and Samuel Campbell and several others had 
explored the country around the spring and unsuccessfully tried to plow 
the land. They fished and hunted and then returned to crowded North 
Ogden determined to settle on Spring Creek. However before they came 
back the first permanent settlers led by Hopkin Mathews and Ira Rice came 
to the site on April 20, 1859, to settle. Several days later Samuel and 
. 22. " ... the new settlers are Joseph Woodward, John Reese, Cooper Cum' 
~ngs, Alexander B. Hill, Timothy Parkinson, John Hill, James Williams, Robert 
B ~tham, John R. Kay, Samuel McMurdy, James Owen, David Stoddard, Charles R. 
S atley, Charles Shumway, John Baugh, Daniel Leigh Walters and others." Hyrum ~ake, Wellsville Ward record, p. 6. (All stake and ward records herein cited are in 
t e Church Historian's Office.) 
23. Maughan, Journal No.2, p. 38. 
E 24. Daniel Leigh Walters, Journal, 1854, 1872 (MS, in possession of Mrs. 
van Murray, Logan), pp. 23, 25,7. 
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Joseph Campbell led a group to the same location. The-Campbells con-
structed the first log cabins on the site. From the canyons these pioneers 
cut and hauled logs to build their rude cabins. They named this settlement 
Spring Creek (later Providence) for the stream on which they settled. 
They planted and harvested potatoes and corn that first year and these 
vegetables formed the principal diet. As winter approached more than 
twenty log houses, in fort style, comprised the modest settlement. These 
pioneers endured a hard winter and one of them, Henry Gates, was killed 
by a bear." 
Though Alexander and Robert Hill and William Gardner lived on 
the site of Mendon in 1857 and built a cabin the town was founded by 
fourteen men, some with their families, in the beginning of May 1859." 
One of these pioneers, Isaac Sorensen wrote 
. . . they all set to work making beams for their Ploughs, and three cor-
nered Wooden Harrows with Wooden teeth and some of them whose teams 
were to poor to break land with two yokes put on four yokes of Oxen 
ploughing one day fo r one man and the next for the other, then each using 
their own teams for sowing the Land. The country around Mendon pre-
sented a strikingly beautiful sight everywhere from the river to the moun-
tains the grass covered the arena, in its most beautiful Green array. And 
the poor teams soon recruited and would run like Wild dear on the Praria." 
But because of the danger of Indian attack on the small town the few 
pioneer families of North Settlement (Mendon) moved to Maughan's Fort 
and the men returned to their farms to care for their crops. In August they 
surveyed the site for their fort and built their log cabins in two rows, fort 
style, facing each other with a street between. Each lot was eight rods 
wide and behind the houses was a street, then came the corrals, stockyards, 
25. Mount Logan Stake, Providence Ward record, pp. 1-2, lists Hopkin 
Mathews, Ira Rice, John Lane, Daniel F. Law, Samuel Campbell, Joseph H. Campbell, 
John Clifford, William Dee, Tillman Clifford, William Fife, John F. Maddison, James 
Fife, Henry Gates, John Theurer, William Thompson, Robert H. Williams as the 
pioneers of 1859. The Historical Society of Providence, Providence and Her People 
(Logan: Herald Journal, 1949), p. 10, lists the additional names of heads of families 
as follows : Jonathan Bowen, Isaac Busenbark, Solomon Campbell, Elisha Campbell, 
Nephi Campbell, John Clark, Levi Dees, Crandall Dunn, John Dunn, Francillo 
Durfey, Margaret Fife, Henry Gassman, Newton D. Hall, Charles H. Rammel, Asaf 
Rice, Oscar Rice, Charles Wright. 
26. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Mendon," 1857-1919, (MS, in possession of 
A. N . Sorensen, Logan) , p. 20, lists the first settlers as follows: Robert Luckham, 
Robert Sweeten, James G. Willie, Charles and Andrew Shumway, and their families, 
also Charles and Alfred Atkinson and families, Peter and Isaac Sorensen without 
families; Alex Hill with his sons Alex James and William and Peter Larsen and John 
Richards, Junior. 
27. Isaac Sorensen, loco cit. 
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and gardens. The Hills and the Sorensens built the first cabins. In Sep' 
tember the pioneers harvested their first crop of wheat which averaged 
about twenty five bushels to the acre. They had to take their wheat to 
Brigham City to have it ground. The settlers remained in their small settle' 
ment the first winter. That fall some nine more families joined the first 
pioneers.:a8 
In June 1859 several companies converged on a site on the Logan 
River. One, a large group, came to Maughan's Fort May 1. Ralph Smith 
described their colonizing activities as follows: 
May 2 & 3 we built a Bridge over the Muddy River [Little Bear] 
which was very high with the spring Rains and a large company had gath, 
e(ed. near thirty Familys crossed the Bridge and muddy bottoms and when 
we got on rising ground Brother Peter Maughan came and appointed a 
committee of three, John P. Wright, John Nelson and Israel J. Clark for 
the purpose of seeing the land survay and each to have an equal portion 
and to attend to all publick matters for the company. We then proceeded 
on our journey yet it was very heavy traveling as the snow was not quite all 
gone. May 7th Brother Maughan wished us to stay at Logan but the most 
of the company desired to go to Summit Creek now Smithfield and some 
got there that night but others did not reach [Smithfield] until! the evening 
of the 8th on account of the mud or heavy traveling. May 9th we com' 
menced to survey the land. May 10th we commenced to plow and sow. 
. . . May 25 Bro Maughan sent us word that it was wisdom for us to move 
our familys to their Fort on account of the Indians. We started that eve' 
ning and camped near Logan May 28 we commenced to build a Bridge 
across Blacksmiths Fork River. May 29 finished it and went over to 
Maughans Fort, the majority left their familys and went back to finish put, 
ting in their crops. June 6 most of those who had put crops in at Summit 
Creek gathered on the banks of Logan, had a fort surveyed off and got 
logs for houses and before the middle of June had gathered to Logan to 
settle. June 21 and the first drawing for pieces of land was got up for the 
first settlers."" 
Meanwhile the smaller group composed of David Reese, Griffith 
Charles, Sidney Dibble, and Abe CaldwelI prepared to settle on Spring 
Creek but were dissatisfied with the location and crossed the Logan River 
to seek a site to settle. They found a satisfactory field on the "Island" and 
plowed the land and planted three acres of wheat on June 10. Thus the 
two groups came to Logan about the same time. Other settlers joined them 
and all united to found Logan. They obtained the logs to build their cabins 
from Green Canyon as the mouth of Logan Canyon was too rugged to 
GOb 28. I~id., p. 22. The new settlers were the Findleys, the Forsters, Ira Ames, 
Idsofn, WlOslow Farr, Charles Bird, Sr., and most of his family and John Richards 
an amily. 
29. Ralph Smith, Journal, 1853,1896 (MS, in possession of Mrs. James Q. 
Chambers, Logan), pp. 7,8. 
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enter. They constructed their cabins in two rows facing each other alopg 
present day Center Street extending westward for two blocks but by Oc' 
tober they lengthened their fort another block west. Most of the houses 
were made of logs and had dirt roofs and dirt floors. Some grain was raised 
that year. This was thrashed with a machine known as a chaff piler. By the 
close of 1859 Logan had assumed a most important position among the 
settlements of Cache Valley"· 
North of Logan the pioneers founded Smithfield on Summit Creek and 
Richmond near High Creek. The first pioneers of Smithfield were Seth 
Langton and Robert and John Thornley who traveled northward looking for 
locations upon which to settle. October 10, 1859, they reached the banks 
of Summit Creek. They selected a site about one half mile west of the 
present town making their camp on the south side of the stream." They 
spent a month cutting wild hay and hauling logs, then they built a log 
house. This work accomplished, they returned to Salt Lake City and 
brought their families to their new home December 1, 1859. The site of 
Smithfield resembled a prairie with trees on the banks of the creek. Other 
pioneers arrived late in 1859. All came too late to plant crops and they 
lived in temporary dwellings. They found the grain planted by the Logan 
group growing and they purchased their claims. Eleven families spent the 
winter of 1859,1860 on Summit Creek." 
Agrippa Cooper with his wife and son Vinson camped in his wagon 
about one and a half miles south of the present site of Richmond on July 
1, 1859. He planted a small crop of vegetables. July 18, Robert T . Pettey, 
William H . Lewis, and Francis Stewart reached the Cooper camp. They 
cut and stacked wild hay for use during the winter then erected four small 
log cabins on the present site of Richmond. Other settlers arrived in the 
fall and the seventeen families, who spent the winter in the valley, "built 
30. About 1900 Griffith Charles gave Joel Ricks a list of the heads of families 
who came to Logan in 1859 and remained through the winter. They were D. B. 
Dilley, W . B. Rogers, Chancey Rodgers, Nephi Rodgers, Elijah Rodgers, David 
Reese, Griffith Charles, John Edwards, John R. Blanchard, Mr. Landers, John 
Wright, Henry ~allard, Aaron DeWitt, Thomas Rowland, John Nelson, Morgan S. 
Evans, Benjamin Williams, Joel Ricks, Sidney Dibble, Abe Caldwell, Ralph Smith, 
Edward Nelson, William B. Preston, Henry Mallory, Thomas Weir, George Watson, 
Thomas Lockyer, Morgan Evans, James Denning, George L. Farrell, Jesse Pierson, 
Wood Birdneau, William Steel, Edward W. Smith, Thomas E. Ricks, Samuel Whit, 
ney. Unfortunately this list is not complete. Joel Ricks, Notes (MS, in possession 
of Mr. J. Karl Wood, Logan ) . 
3l. Smithfield Stake, Smithfield Ward record, p. l. 
32. Leonard and Leonora Olson, 'The History of Smithfield (Privately printed, 
1927), p. 12, lists the heads of families in Smithfield in 1859 as Seth Langton, Robert 
Thornley, John Thornley, E~ekial Hopkins, John G. Smith, Dudley Merrill, Virgil 
Merrill, Marshall Hunt, Ira Merrill, Robert Langton, Mrs. Thomas Walmesley. 
SETTLEMENT IN CACHE VALLEY . 17 
their houses enclosing a tract of land about twenty rods square."" They 
wintered on City Creek opposite Brower Spring. This was called the "old 
fort." The people suffered from cold and hunger this first winter as the 
snow fell to a depth of two and a half feet and the pioneers lived on boiled 
wheat and bread made from wheat ground in coffee mills. 
Thus by the end of 1859 Cache Valley contained six small settlements, 
W ellsville, Providence, Mendon, Logan, Smithfield, and Richmond, with a 
total population of about one hundred and fifty families. 34 These small 
towns, scattered over twenty miles, were too sparsely populated to have 
resisted an Indian attack if the red men had chosen to go on the war path. 
Fortunately no conflict took place that year and these pioneers of Cache 
Valley held possession of the country only to share it the following year 
when many more settlers came to the region. 
BOOM DAYS IN CACHE VALLEY, 1860 
B RlGHAM YOUNG in Salt Lake City and Peter Maughan from Cache 
Valley gave glowing reports of the rich county to the north. Peter 
Maughan in the summer of 1859 wrote to The Deseret News: 
It may probably be interesting to some of your readers to hear from 
this isolated region, its extent, resources, improvements etc. The length of 
this valley from north to south is about forty miles, the breadth from east 
to west is about twelve miles. There are four new settlements already lo-
cated toward the south end of the valley; the farming land is extensive; 
the water for irrigation and all kinds of machinery is abundant, in short it 
is the best watered valley I have ever seen in these mountains. The range 
for the stock in the summer season is excellent, and there is a reasonable 
amallnt of grass land in the vicinity of each settlement already located, 
and plenty of good grass and farming land further north for other settle-
ments. There is plenty of timber consisting chiefly of pine, maple and 
quackenasp. . .. There are over one hundred families engaged in agricul-
tural pursuits at the present time.·' 
Tersely the conservative Brigham Young added his praise of the invit, 
ing region. He said, "No other valley in the territory is equal to this. This 
has been my opinion ever since I first saw this valley."" 
33. Benson Stake, Richmond Ward record, p. I, lists Agrippa Cooper, Robert 
T. Pettey, Alvin Francis Stewart, Isaac Shephard, Henry E. Gibson, Joseph Biddle-
comb, John Bair, William Allen Crandall, Gilbert Bright, Moroni Cole, Talket 
Gould, Widow Walker and "a few others." 
. In February 1860 George Thomson, Jorgen Anderson, William Allen, and 
Richard Bee came to Richmond and lived in dugouts. 
C
. 34. Orson Hyde and E:z;ra T. Benson to editor, The Deseret News (Salt Lake 
tty), November 30, 1859. 
35. Peter Maughan to editor, June 15, 1859, op cit., June 22, 1859. 
6 36." "Remarks by President Brigham Young, Richmond, Cache Valley, June 
,1860, op. cit., August I, 1860. 
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No doubt these glowing reports stimulated the people living in less 
favorable locations to consider moving north. To those crowded in the 
towns to the south with their cattle suffering as drought dried up the grasses 
and to the immigrants from populous Europe these stirring descriptions 
truly indicated a land of promise-an earthly Zion. Mormon converts 
from Switzerland who came to Cache Valley in 1859 were attracted by the 
resemblance of it to their native country and wrote urging their countrymen 
to come." Settlers came to find their long lost friends from foreign lands 
or U tahns came to find their former neighbors in the north. In the spring 
of 1860 the rush to Cache Valley followed the pattern of that of other 
American frontiers. In a small way the "Cache Valley fever" of 1860 was 
a replica of the "Ohio fever" which brought thousands of new settlers to 
the Ohio country following the War of 1812. Not only from Utah towns 
and from eastern United States but also from the British Isles, Denmark, 
Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, and Italy came Mormon converts to swell 
the tide of settlement in Cache. 
This rush of new settlers strengthened the towns already founded 
and resulted in the formation of new settlements. Hyrum, Millville, and 
Paradise in the south and Hyde Park and Franklin in the north originated 
in consequence of the new migration. 
Dissatisfied with agricultural possibilities in Cedar City, Ira Allen led 
a small party northward, enticing friends he met along the way to join him 
in migrating to Cache Valley. These new settlers came into the valley 
over the low pass north of present day Collinston and camped in Wellsville 
April 1, 1860.38 The men spent some time exploring the valley and deter' 
mined to settle on the site of Hyrum. April 8 they began their settlement. 
Since the land was not ready to plow they cut cottonwood logs for dug, 
outs. They built their new dwellings on a slope near a spring and called 
their site Camp Hollow. Twenty'one families lived there in thirteen dug, 
outs, a cabin, and wagon boxes. With their rough wooden plows and 
wooden harrows they prepared and planted one hundred acres of grain. In 
the latter part of May, Ezra T. Benson and Peter Maughan visited the 
camp and suggested that the settlers move to higher and better drained 
land. During the summer and fall of 1860 the settlers cut and hauled 
logs from Dry Canyon (east of Paradise) and built their cabins along the 
present Main Street west for three and one half blocks. They used the 
usual pattern of the fort style," with the cabins in two rows facing each 
37. See J. Wesley Schaub, "German and Swiss Elements in Cache Valley," ch. 
2 (in Utah State Agricultural College Department of History files) . 
38. Alvin Allen, 'The Story of a Mormon Pioneer [Ira Allen} (Privately 
printed, 1947), pp. 33,34. 
39. Alvin Allen op. cit. , p. 36, lists the heads of families living in Camp 
Hollow as Ira Allen, Thomas Williams, Andrew A. Allen, Alva Benson, Oliver 
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other and the corrals, stockyards, and gardens in the rear of the houses. 
One hundred and twenty people lived in Hyrum by the end of 1860. 
April 18, 1860, Joseph G. Crapo, Alvin B. Montieth, William Smith, 
and Bernard White camped at the mouth of East Canyon in the south end 
of the valley. They constructed il small log house on their site some two and 
a half miles southeast of the center of present day Paradise. Then they 
traveled to Draper and Joseph Crapo and Alvin Montieth brought their 
families to their new homes on May 12. In July several other families joined 
~he · original settlers and together they built eight houses, fort style, near the 
mouth of East Canyon.40 Their situation was dangerous since their loca-
tion made it easy for Indians to surprise them. Fortunately the red men 
did not molest them that winter. They raised good crops the first year us-
ing the springs near the settlement to irrigate their grain. 
Though the Garr brothers took up land on the present site of Millville 
ip. 1857 and Esaias or "Zebb" Edwards constructed a dugout there in 1859, 
the real settlement of the town did not take place until 1860. George Pitkin 
who spent the winter of 1859,1860 on the Elkhorn Ranch came to the Mill-
ville location in 1860 and built one of the first log houses there. Soon 
others joined him and these pioneers plowed the land, planted and har-
vested a fair crop in 1860. Then the twelve settlers built twelve houses in 
two rows, close together for protection.41 
Near a small spring of good water William Hyde "staked off" a site 
for the settlement of Hyde Park. He wrote, 
April 5 [1860] I started with my family and effects to locate myself 
in Cache Valley .... The 16th [April] Reached my place of destination. 
There was a heavy emigration of Saints from other countries pouring into 
the valley, both before and after me during the Spring. The valley is large 
and most excellent for farming and stock raising. The place which I selected 
for my farming location and which was recommended to me by the Presiding 
Bishop of this Stake of Zion, was situated five miles north of Logan." 
McBride, David Osborn, Hans Enoch Nielsen, Niels B. Nielsen, George Nielsen, ~drew Nielsen, Adam Smith, William Williams, Jens Jensen, Hugh Parks, Calvin 
Ingham, Alonzo Bingham, Hans Monsen, Noah Brimhall, Andrew A. Andersen, 
Jonas Halversen, Soren Nielsen, Christopher Olsen, and Rasmus Jensen. 
J 40. Hyrum Stake, Paradise Ward record, p. 1, lists the new settlers as David 
ames, Enoch Rowland, J. E. Remington. 
D 41. Anna McCulloch, "History of Millville," (Utah State Agricultural College 
c:partment of History files), p. 8, lists the settlers of 1860 as George W. Pitkin, 
G'lbrge W. Cummings, Joseph R. Hovey, Frank Weaver, J. Gilbert Weaver, Sr., 
RJlliert Weaver, Jr., James T. Bigelow, Absolum Wolf, Joseph C. Henry, Doc 
o ns, James Burmingham, Martin Woods, James A. Hovey, J. B. Hovey. ' 
42. William Hyde, Journal (MS, original in Church Historian's Office), p. 16. 
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April 13, 1860, Robert Daines, Armenia Neeley, and Anthony Met-
calf camped near the spring and by July 1860 sixteen families settled near 
them.4S 
Two groups of settlers founded Franklin; the first, thirteen men, some 
with their faniilies, arrived April 14, 1860, and the second came the next 
day.44 They all moved their wagons close together for protection, removed 
the wagon boxes, which they used for homes, and used the wagon gears 
to haul logs from the canyon to build their houses.45 Their houses were 
built in the form of a square fort enclosing about ten acres. This northern 
outpost of Cache Valley was in Indian country and the fifty men who 
formed the settlement by the close of 1860 guarded the fort. They planted 
crops which yielded a meager harvest but as soon as the snow melted the 
cattle fed on nutritious grasses. 
In addition to the settlers who founded the new towns in 1860, many 
other pioneers came to reinforce the towns settled in 1859. Their forts 
had to be increased in size and in the case of Logan the settlers spread 
beyond "their two rows of houses" as the population increased to such an 
extent that the pioneers formed four wards in 186l,46 In Wellsville the new 
fort which was built in 1859 had to be enlarged. Charles W . Nibley who 
came with his parents to that settlement September 11, 1860, wrote 
We got to Wellsville which was a village of 20 or 25 log houses .. . 
We located at the end of what was called the new fort, for the town was 
not laid out as it is now [1915}, but was merely a fort of houses all huddled 
together for protection from Indian raids." 
43 . East Cache Stake, Hyde Park Ward record, p. 1. h_rold J. Kirby, "A 
Brief Account of the Settlement and Early Social and Economic History of 
Park," (Utah State Agricultural College Department of History files), p. 2, adds to 
the pioneers listed above the names of Simpson M. Molen, Henry Ashcroft, William 
Higginson, Patterson D. Griffith, Niels Nielsen, Peter Crough, Michael 
Thomas Rogers, James Mack, Samuel Seamons, James Hantey, and James 
44. William Woodward in his Notes (MS, in possession of Mrs. Cecil 
ward, Franklin) under date of April 14 lists John Reed, Thomas Slayter, 
Taylor, Thomas McCann, Joseph Chadwick, James S':nderson, Richard Co,ultow:t, 
William Flueitt, William Woodward, James May, James Packer, James 
Brother Woodhead. Under April 15 he lists Thomas S. Smart, Sam Handy, 
Perkins, Joseph Dunkley, William T. Wright, and others. 
45. Daughters of the Pioneers, History of the Development of ~oI4tn,~dSI;cno 
Idaho (Privately printed, 1930), p. 18. 
46. Henry Ballard, Journal, 1852-1885 (MS, in possession of Mrs. Louie 
Cardon, Logan), p. 25. 
47. Charles W. Nibley, "Reminiscences," 
possession of Preston Nibley, Salt Lake City). 
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By the close of the year Wellsville increased to almost one hundred 
families.48 Logan in March 1860 contained one hundred houses which 
probably meant the same number of families.49 Undoubtedly this number 
increased greatly by the end of 1860. Richmond had one hundred and 
four claimants for land which indicated a heavy increase there and Smith-
field grew from thirteen families in 1859 to sixty-eight in 1860.~o 
The United States Census enumerator, gathering statistics for the 
census of 1860, in the summer of 1860, found 527 dwellings with 510 
families making a total population of 2605 persons in the valley. Of these, 
1655 were native born including 833 born in the territory. Of the other 
native Americans 159 were born in Illinois, l11 in New York, 90 in Iowa, 
67 in Missouri, 53 in Ohio, 41 in Pennsylvania, 25 in Kentucky, and 24 in 
Indiana, with smaller numbers from other states. Of the foreign born 
population 450 came from England, 149 from Scotland, 100 from Den-
mark, 97 from Wales, 29 from Ireland, 22 from the Isle of Man, 19 from 
Switzerland, 11 from Norway, 9 from the Isle of Jersey, 9 from Sweden, 
8 from Italy, and 6 from Germany. Smaller numbers came from some 
other countries. Of those who gave their occupations, there were 328 
farmers, 144 laborers, 28 servants, l1 farm laborers, 5 shoemakers, 3 tanners, 
3 carpenters, 2 blacksrruths, 2 millers, 2 millwrights, and 1 machinist, 1 
butcher, 1 plasterer, 1 chairmaker, 1 distiller, 1 herder, 1 cooper, and 1 
cabinet maker. The men outnumbered the women 1312 to 1293.51 
THE BEGINNINGS OF CACHE COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT 
. ON APRIL 4, 1857, Peter Maughan organized county government for 
Cache Valley. 52 Empowered by an act of 1852 in relation to the 
judiciary, the Legislative Assembly appointed him probate judge of the 
newly created county. 53 They authorized him to appoint the necessary 
officers until an election was held. The Judiciary Act designated the judge 
48 . Hyrum Stake, Wellsville Ward record, p. 6. 
49. Mountaineer (Salt Lake City) , March 31, 1860. 
50. Leonard and Leonora Olson, op. cit., p. 21. 
5 L The Utah State Agricultural College possesses a microfilm copy of the nSus sheets prepared by the Assistant United States Marshall, E. Thomas Browning. 
p ese sheets give the names, occupation, property, etc., of the people of the valley. 
r~mh this film Dr. S. George Ellsworth has prepared the tabulations quoted above 
an e has generously permitted me to use them in this paper. 
Cl k~2. County Book of the County of Cache, Book A, p. 1 (MS, in County 
er S Office, Logan). 
the ie3 .. I ~cts, Resolutions and Memorials Passed at the Several Annual Sessions of 
Cai rbatlve Assembly of the 'Territory of Utah . . . (Great Salt Lake City: Joseph 
n, u lic Printer, 1855), p. 127. 
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and three selectmen as the executive authority to have "power and juris-
diction of county commissioners" and they constituted the county court 
which 
has the control of all timber; water privileges on any water course or creek; 
to grant mill sites, and exercise such powers as in their judgment shall best 
preserve the timber, and subserve the interest of the settlement, in the dis, 
tribution of water for irrigation, or other purposes. All grants or rights held 
under Legislative authority shall not be interferred with." 
Peter Maughan called a special session or term of the county court April 
4, 1857, and selected the following officials: William Gardner, Orange 
D. Thompson, and John T. Garr, selectmen; William Garr, sheriff; Francis 
Gunnel, recorder; John Maughan, treasurer, and George W . Bryan, assessor 
and collector.55 
Then the county court proceeded to select the 1irst precinct officials for 
Maughan's Fort in the following order : William Hamblin, justice of the 
peace; Thomas Leavitt, constable; William Maughan and Zial Riggs, fence 
viewers; and Joseph Woodward, poundkeeper. 56 They then enacted a tax 
of one half percent upon the taxable property of the county for territorial 
revenue and one half percent for county purposes. 5 7 The county court, 
June 1, 1857, passed an act ordering "that all Territorial taxes shall be paid 
in cash or Territorial scrip; and the County scrip in cash, County Orders. 
or wheat at $1.50 per bushel."58 The results of the 1irst county election 
were announced. The collector's first report gave $35 .00 paid in county 
taxes and $19.00 in territoria1.59 
During 1858 they held no sessions of the court on account of the Utah 
War but when the pioneers returned in 1859 the May 23rd session of the 
court designated the boundaries of the prel.;;ncts and gave them names.--
From 1857 the judge and selectmen exercised liberal and 
powers. They appointed commissioners of roads, road supervisors, 
masters, boards of examination for school teachers, grand and petit 
and other non,elective county officials. They authorized the building 
roads, they ordered poll tax labor applied to the roads, they granted 
grounds to individuals for the use of the towns, they granted power 
to sawyers and millers that lumber and flour might be available to 
54. Loc. cit. 
55. County Book of the County of Cache, Book A , pp. },2. 
56. Ibid. 
57. Ibid .• p. 2. 
58. Ibid .. p. 3. 
59. Ibid .• p. 4. 
60. Ibid .. p. 5. The action must have been taken a year later since the 
settled in 1859 were not named until November 1859 and the Hyrum and 
precincts were not settled or named until 1860. 
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people, they gave control of the timber, wood, poles, and grasses of the 
canyons to the leaders subject to control by the county court, they permitted 
persons to establish ferries across the rivers and roads up the canyon and 
fixed the amount of toll to be charged. They provided for the building of 
bridges and they established school districts.61 
THE TOWNS AND THE BISHOPS 
THE PASSING OF territorial legislation incorporating the towns did not 
take place until 1866 and after, and therefore in the earlier years the 
bishops exercised political as well as ecclesiastical powers. In November 
1859 when the people settled in their new houses Brigham Young sent 
Apostles Orson Hyde and Ezra T. Benson to Cache Valley to effect religious 
organizations and to name the towns. In a letter to The Deseret News these 
two leaders described their activities as follows: 
A President [Peter Maughan} was duly elected by the people to pre-
side over all the branches or Wards in that valley. Six Bishops were 
ordained and set apart to act in their calling in their several wards." 
Twelve men were elected by the people to form a High Council and were 
set apart to their offices. A proportionate number from each Ward was 
elected by the people of those Wards that an equal representation might be 
given in the High Council as nearly as we could ascertain . . .. The place 
hitherto known as Maughan's Fort we named Wellsville." Spring Creek 
settlement being situated in an elbow of the mountains and appearing to 
us somewhat of a providential place we named Providence. The next settle-
ment northward had been previously named Logan." The settlement on 
Summit Creek, six miles north of Logan we named Smithfield," and we 
told the people there to be spiritually what their location really was-a city 
on a hill that could not be hid. Five miles north from Smithfield is a 
settlement on Cub Creek, which we named Richmond." The settlement five 
61. Ibid. , pp. I-56. 
62. In 1859 the boundaries of the wards and settlements were the same; in 
1861 Logan was divided into four wards. 
63 . Named for Daniel H. Wells, second counselor to Brigham Young. 
II 64. Named for the Logan River. Fur traders referred to the stream as Logan's 
ork. 
I.e 65 . It was named Smithfield in honor of its first bishop, John Glover Smith. 
onard and Leonora Olson, op. cit. , p. 3l. 
be 66. There is some question about the naming of Richmond. Orson Hyde had 
h en in Richmond, Missouri, and it may have been named for that place, or it might 
.:hel been named for Apostle Charles C. Rich, or it may have been named for the 
n and in the settlement. 
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miles north of Wellsville, on the opposite or west side of the valley, here' 
tofore known as the North Settlement"' we named Mendon." 
These leaders chose as bishops of the six settlements William H. 
Maughan for Wellsville, William B. Pr~ton for Logan, Andrew T. Shum' 
way for Mendon, Robert H. Williams for Providence, James Glover Smith 
for Sl;Ilithfield, and Thomas Tidwell for Richmond. Bishop Tidwell resign' 
ed in 1861 and Marriner W. Merrill succeeded him; Bishop Smith left 
Smithfield in 1862 and Samuel Roskelley became bishop. In the early 
period the bishops had no counselors and the president of the Teachers' 
Quorum acted in ·the absence of the bishop. 69 
Peter Maughan became not only presiding bishop but also president of 
the stake. Brigham Young sent apostles to direct the affairs of the important 
areas of settlement and in 1860 he "called" Ezra T . Benson to be in charge 
of religious matters in Cache Valley.70 The Mormon apostle met the people 
of Logan and gave them instructions and March 25th they fenced a lot for 
him. As Logan became the leading settlement and central location in 1860 
Peter Maughan also came to the town in April and the people built him a 
log cabin. 
Fortunately these two leaders worked well together. Peter Maughan 
respected Ezra T. Benson and his spiritual leadership and the apostle 
profited by the wisdom and experience of the seasoned pioneer. Cache 
Valley prospered under this fine team of leaders. Together in 1860 they 
traveled around the region organizing the new settlements into wards and 
proposing bishops. In May 1860 they met with the people of Hyrum and 
nominated Calvin Bingham as bishop.71 As Bishop Bingham left for Bear 
Lake in 1863, O. N. Lilyenquist succeeded him. Ezra T. Benson and Peter 
Maughan visited Millville in June 1860 and selected Joseph G. Hovey as 
67. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Isaac Sorensen," (MS, in possession of A. N. 
Sorensen, Logan), p. 43, wrote: "In a meeting held in the early part of the winter 
of '59 at father Charles Bird's house, where Apostles Orson Hyde and E~ra T. 
Berison were present the ward was organi~ed and when it was asked by what name 
shall this settlement be known it was proposed Elder Benson should name it. Well 
then he said I will call it Mendon after the town in which I was born [Mendon. 
Massachusetts} and that was satisfactory." 
68. Orson Hyde and E~ra T. Benson to editor, November 28, 1859, 'TM 
Deuret JXews (Salt Lake City), November 30, 1859. 
69. Bishop Tidwell was not in Richmond in the winter of 1859 and John Bair 
who presided over the Teachers Quorum "took the lead of all the meetings and the 
public affairs generally." Benson Stake, Richmond Ward record, p. 2. 
70. Journal History (typewritten record, Church Historian's Office), March 
2, 1860. 
71. Hyrum was named in honor of Hyrum, Joseph Smith's brother. It WII 
expected that another town would be founded north of Hyrum and named Joseph. 
This was never done. 
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bishop and when he left in 1861 George D. Pitkin took his place.T2 In July 
. 1860 the two lead('ts visited Hyde Park and suggested William Hyde as 
bishop.7s In June 1860 President Young visited Cache Valley and chose 
Preston Thomas to preside in Franklin.74 When the new bishop left to 
settle the Bear Lake country in 1863 Lorenzo Hatch succeeded him. Ezra 
T. Benson and Peter Maughan visited the small settlement at the mouth 
of East Canyon in 1861 and named the town Paradise and chose David 
James as bishop. 75 
Though in most cases the bishops were nominated by the leaders and 
ratified by the people there were several uniquely different examples. In the 
case of Mendon, Isaac Sorensen wrote, "When the apostles [Orson Hyde 
and Ezra T . Benson] asked who we desired for our Bp [bishop] Sister 
Charles Atkinson proposed Andrew T. Shumway. He was sustained."78 
When Orson Hyde asked Peter Maughan who would be a good bishop for 
Logan the pioneer said that William B. Preston had shown great industry 
in building a home and would be a good leader. "He'll do for the Bishop," 
said Orson Hyde. 77 
In Franklin in a meeting held in June 1860 Brigham Young said, 
"I learn there is no bishop in this place, though three men have been 
chosen as a council to preside. I would like to know the feelings of the 
people here about a bishop." Brother Maughan moved that President 
Young nominate a bishop. President Young said, "I will nominate Brother 
Preston Thomas bishop of this place." (It was carried unanimously) . 
"He was going to Soda Springs but I wish him to stay here and be your 
bishop."'· 
MINUTE MEN AND INDIANS 
THE PIONEERS found Cache Valley "swarming with Indians" who fished, 
hunted, and trapped in the region and who resented the invasion of 
their lands by settlers. The red men, however, did not unite in opposing 
their intruders. Some were friends with the white men and manifested 
72. Millville was named for the mill built there by Esaias or "Zebb" Edwards 
in 1859 or before. 
73 . Hyde Park was named in honor of Bishop William Hyde. 
74. Franklin was named in honor of Apostle Franklin D. Richards. 
75 . Hyrum Stake, Paradise Ward record, p. 1. "Apostle Benson was 80 
charmed with the site of the settlement that he gave it the name of Paradise." This 
name however had been suggested earlier by Thomas L. Obray. 
76. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Isaac Sorensen," p. 42. 
77. 'fullidge's ~uaTteTly Magazine (Salt Lake City: Edward W. Tullidge, 
1881), I, 534. 
Ofli 78. Wilford Woodruff, Journal, 1860-1865 (MS, in Church Historian's 
ce), June 9, 1860. 
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their good will in many ways and sought food from the friendly settlerS. 
others stole horses and cattle in retaliation for the occupation of their lands •. 
while a few Indians attempted to destroy the pioneers. This division of 
opinion and purpose on the part of the red men prevented an Indian war 
of major proportions and made it possible for the settlers to live in the area 
if they were constantly alert to possible Indian attacks. Brigham Young, 
always peaceful but cautious, warned the pioneers to build strong forts and 
garrison them with forces large enough to protect them. He advised at least 
fifty settlers to found a town in the frontier country. He urged them to , . .-
guard their horses and cattle constantly. He reminded them that they lived 
in an isolated region where they would be obliged to defend themselves.7e 
He said it was "cheaper to feed the Indians than to fight them" and the r 
settlers of Cache Valley, at the suggestion of Peter Maughan, followed this 
advice. They took turns guarding the fort,like settlements. The daughter 
of one of these guards wrote: 
He [George Thomson of Richmond] was one of the four patrol men 
who stood guard at night around the fort to protect the settlers from the 
Indians. These men were relieved by four others after three or four nights 
until all took turns then they took their turn again." 
Daniel Leigh Walters of Wellsville wrote in 1859 : 
We had a Pretty hard time for three or four years to make a living we 
had many times to gard the Fort at nights and herd our Stock in the day so 
the Indians cbuld not steal them In the summer of 1859 the Indians stole 
every horse that was out on the range. We lost one and had one left. 
We did not depend for horses for work in those days. Nearly everybody 
worked Oxen. So we got along without horses. From 1859 until 1863 
we either had to herd our stock or have them Stolen."' 
The pioneers formed military forces also for protection. April 29, 
1860, the people of Logan "organized a company of minute men with the 
best horses and men in the place to be ready at a minute's warning if nece&" 
sary."S! Thomas E. Ricks was chosen captain.S8 In June the settlers of the 
valley enlarged the military organization and they chose Ezra T. Bensoo 
colonel of the Cache Valley militia and Thomas E. Ricks 
79. Brigham Young to Peter Maughan, January 23, 1859 (MS, in 
Historian's Office). 
80. Maggie T. Merrill, comp., "History of George 
copy in possession of Lynn A . Thomson, Logan), p. 4. 
81. Daniel Leigh Walters, Journal, p. 27. 
82. Henry Ballard, Journal, p. 21. 
83. Ralph Smith, Journal, p. 11. 
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major in command of a body of mounted men known as "minute men" 
. They were organi~ed into companies each consisting of five "tens." 
Each "ten" consisted of a second lieutenant, sergeant, nine privates and a 
teamster, for hauling the baggage and provisions of the ten." 
Part of the force under Colonel Benson's command consisted of infan' 
try. They were all alert and ready for action and drilled frequently both 
to prepare themselves and also to impress the Indians with their power. 
The minute men were constantly alert and ready to defend their homes or 
rush to the defense of other settlements, or chase the Indians to recover 
stolen horses or stock. Several times by their prompt action they prevented 
possible Indian massacres. 
The first serious clash with the Indians occurred at Smithfield July 23, 
1860. The red men sought to free one of their number who had been cap' 
tured for stealing horses and was detained under guard in one of the houses. 
As he tried to escape one of the guards shot him and a conflict ensued. 
John Reed and Ira Merrill fell before the Indian attack and two red men 
also lost their lives.85 Logan averted an Indian attack the next day because 
of the vigilance of the minute men.8 6 In the winter of 1863 the Indians 
stole a little Thurston girl near Mendon and she was never recovered.87 
September 14, 1864, the settlers of Franklin narrowly missed disaster. 
Some hundreds of Indians camping north of town, procured liquor from 
the settlers and became menacing. A drunken Indian tried to ride his horse 
over a white woman. To save her life one of the settlers shot the Indian 
and then escaped. The red men then seized one of the white men and 
threatened to kill him unless the offending settler was given to the Indians 
as compensation for the wounds suffered by the drunken red skin.88 While 
Bishop Hatch pleaded with the Indians not to kill the captive, messengers 
rode that night to the other towns for assistance. 
The next morning "300 minute men arrived from Logan and other 
places under command of Major Ricks, accompanied by Bishop Peter 
Maughan. " 89 The white hostage was released as Peter Maughan held a 
conference with Chief Washakie. The Indian chief told the Mormon leader 
that the whiskey sold by two Fra~klin settlers caused the trouble. Peter 
-
84. J. H. Martineau, "The Military History of Cache Valley," 'Tullidgc'$ 
~II4TteTly Magazine (Salt Lake City: Star Printing Company, 1883), II, 122. 
85. Ibid., p . 123 . 
86. Ralph Smith, Journal, p. 1I. 
87. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Isaac Sorensen," pp. 45,46. 
Ed 88. !his information came from the autobiographies of Samuel Handy, MS, 
ward Kingsford, MS, and from notes taken in an interview between Joel Ricks· 
and Bishop Loren~o Hatch of Franklin, MS. All three sources are in agreement 
except as to the name of the man held hostage by the Indians. 
89. J. H. Martineau, op. cit .• II, 126,127. 
28 TWELFTH ANNUAL FACULTY RESEARCH LECTUR~ 
Maughan agreed to give the Indians two yoke of oxen, and the men who 
sold the whiskey were required to provide the oxen. James H . Martineau, 
who was an officer in the Cache Valley militia., and was probably one of 
the minute men who rode through the night to save Franklin, wrote: 
Just as the head chief [Washakie] was departing, he said to Bishop 
Maughan, "we have acted badly, but we don't want you to talk to the 
Great Spirit about us. Don't tell him to do anything to us, don't tell him 
what we have done." The Bishop answered that he talked to the Great 
Spirit every day, and could not make the promise desired . The Chief 
urged his request again and again, but being firmly denied, went his way 
with a downcast look. Two days afterwards the chief sent back a hundred 
horses they had stolen from the range, but kept as many more stolen from 
the valley, saying they needed and must keep them." 
Peter Maughan's wisdom, dealing justly with the Indians, illustrated how 
effective the great pioneer leader proved to be in preventing serious out· 
breaks. When he died many Indians attended his funeral and sorrowed at 
the passing of their friend. 
The affair at Franklin was one of the last serious encounters with the 
Indians though they remained troublesome for years to come. In fact 
power of the Indians was largely broken in 1863 when Colonel 
and four hundred United States troops from Fort Douglas fought a 
on Bear River, some twelve miles north of Franklin and killed three 
dred and sixty,eight Indians including ninety women and children. 
the settlers sorrowed that some peaceful Indians and women and l;UJ.1W; .... I~ 
had been killed they rejoiced in the victory because it "broke the spirit 
power of the Indians and enabled the settlers to occupy new and chcliCCll 
locations hitherto unsafe."91. This victory in 1863 gave the settlers 
opportunity to leave their crowded quarters in 1864 and move out 
their city lots and farm lands. Though the settlers were alert during 
years of Indian difficulty they lost many horses and cattle. VolumtUll. 
they also gave much flour and many head of cattle to the Indians to 
peace. 
CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, AND RECREATION 
THOUGH THE PIONEERS worked industriously to haul logs and 
cabins; to plant, cultivate and harvest crops; to dig irrigation 
and ditches; to haul wood for winter; to herd their stock on nearby 
distant ranges; to guard their settlements from Indian attack, and to 
struct roads, they put aside their own work and unitedly 
churches and school houses. In fact their first public buildings served 
90. Ibid., p. 126. 
91. Ibid. 
( 
( 
.; 
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for religious and educational purposes. Before the settlers built school 
buildings they held church service and school in private homes. 
Wellsville erected its first school house and church in 1857. Robert 
Baxter, a pioneer of 1860, described this first public building as follows: 
The first meeting and school house built in Wellsville was 14 by 16 
feet and was built of quaking asp logs, the flat side up; then the cracks 
were covered with split logs; . the floor was made of the same material, with 
the flat side up. The door was made of split logs hewed on both sides and 
on the edges and fastened by two cross pieces which had a hole in one end 
and served as hinges; then there were two holes bored in the door frame 
and two short pegs driven in to make the other two half hinges; then the 
door was swung by a small willow run down through the wooden hinges. 
The latch was made of maple. The benches were made by laying two logs 
lengthwise on the log floor and split logs (supported on the round side) 
laid across the two logs with the flat side up. There was a square hole in 
each side for a window, but no window to put in the hole. The benches 
had no legs on them; they just lay on the two logs and the people just 
clilIlbed over them as best they could. The stand was just a little home 
made table owned by, I don't know who. The roof and door frames were 
all fastened together with wooden pins.·' 
Logan settlers started building their school house November 28 and 
held their first service in it December 18, 1859.93 Isaac Sorensen described 
the labors of the Mendon people to build their first public building: 
Early in the winter the settlers set to work getting out Logs for build· 
ing a meeting and school house combined. Sawlogs for lumber was slid 
and pulled by men from what is called the slide west of town. The snow 
was very deep hence to brake the road many men hitched themselves onto 
a Log and pulled it to where it would run. Those Logs were hauled to 
Millville to Edwards upright sawmill from which lumber for floor was 
obtained, the company then went up Millville Canyon, and got out Logs 
for the house'. . . . It did not take long to complete the building the 
covering was of dirt, shingles was not seen in Cache at that time." 
Richmond constructed its schoolhouse, a small log building 20 by 32 
feet, in 1860.95 William Fife and John Maddison built the first log school 
house in Providence in 1859-1860. The settlers of Hyrum erected their 
first log school house, 20 by 28 feet, during the winter of 1860,1861. 
Smithfield, Paradise, Hyde Park, and Franklin completed their schoolhouses 
in 1861 and Millville in 1862. The windows of their schoolhouse were the 
pride of Franklin. "The windows and frames were made with a hand saw 
and pocket knives. The little 8 by 10 glasses were brought from Salt Lake 
City.H96 
92. Hyrum Stake, Wellsville Ward record, p. l. 
93. Ralph Smith, Journal, p. 10. 
94. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Mendon," p. 23. 
95 . Benson Stake, Richmond Ward record, p. 3. 
96. History of the Development of Southeastern Idaho. p. 22. 
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The great religious event was the coming of Brigham Young to Cache 
Valley in 1860. In Logan, he said, 
It is highly interesting to see people from so many nations joining 
hearts and hands to build cities, gather the poor, preach the gospel, culti-
vate the earth, and do whatsoever is necessary to be done to accomplish 
what the Lord designed in the beginning of this creation .. .. Keep your 
valley pure; keep your towns as pure as you possibly can .... Be faithful 
to your religion. Be full of love and kindness toward each other. You 
have Br. Benson, one of the Twelve, residing here to encourage, dictate, 
counsel, and instruct you. You also have Br. Peter Maughan, who is an 
experienced man, for your presiding Bishop. . . . I have found him as 
straight and correct in his business transactions as any man that I have 
ever known to assist in any branch of business in this church. He is a 
man that I think much of in regard to his integrity, honesty and judgment 
in counseling . .. . We wish to have him take the supervision of all the 
Bishops in this valley ....• T 
Schools were held from the beginnings of the settlement, first in private 
homes, then in school houses. The first school teacher in Cache Valley, 
Francis Gunnel, taught in Maughan's Fort in 1856-1857.98 The first teach, 
ers in the other towns were Edward W . Smith in Logan in 1860,99 A. W. 
Baker in Mendon,too Miss Emily Henning in Providence in 1861,101 George 
Barber in Smithfield in 1862,102 John Freeze and John Robinson in Rich, 
mond,los Betsy McBride and Mrs. Adam Smith in Hyrum,,04 Henry A. 
Shaw in Paradise,t°s Charles Wright in Millville in 1860, Hannah Cornish 
in Franklin in 1860-1861, and Mrs. Slight, Mrs. Stewart, and Mrs. Follett 
in Hyde Park. The bishops chose the most capable persons in the settle, 
ments for teachers. 106 
These teachers taught reading, writing, arithmetic, and spelling. The 
schools held spelling matches Friday afternoons. Montieth's Geography, 
the Blue Back Speller, Ray's Arithmetic, and the McGuffey Readers com' 
prised the textbooks used in those days.l01 The parents of the pupils paid 
the tuitions in produce and when school was over the teachers drove their 
teams to the homes of their students and collected their wages. 
97. 'The Deseret News (Salt Lake City), August 8, 1860. 
98. Francis Gunnel, Journal, p. 2. 
99. Ralph Smith, Journal, p. 10. 
100. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Mendon," pp. 25-26. 
101. Providence and Her People, p . 70. 
102. George Barber, Journal, 1861-1882 (MS, not paged, in possession of Mill 
Marie Barber, Logan), January 16, 1862. 
103. J. W . Hess, "An Early History of Richmond," (Utah State Agricultural 
College Department of History files), p. 12. 
104. Alvin Allen, op. cit., p. 41. 
105. 'The Deseret News (Salt Lake City) , January 15, 1868. 
106. Alvin Allen, op. cit., p. 42. J. W. Hess, op. cit., p. 12. 
107. ]. W. Hess, op. cit., p. 12. 
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The recreation of the settlers varied; the people met in the church~ 
in the winter and the groves in summer for picnics. 
The Mendon people spent the 24th of July, 1859, 
in Wellsville, with stacks of Pies made from Mountain berries, with 
plenty of fat beef and many good things that even in those days were 
provided, and a great number of Indians for the second table, and dancing 
on the dirt floor of the bowery erected for gatherings, including meetings.''' 
The priesthood quorums sponsored dances and invited all the com' 
munity to the parties in which the waltz and the two'step competed with 
the quadrille. The violinist or fiddler, as he was called, furnished the music. 
Mendon and Wellsville always had a plentiful supply of fiddlers. 
The theatre, even under such primitive conditions, cheered the lives 
of the pioneers. Charles W. Nibley described one of the earliest perform' 
ances in Wellsville as follows: 
Brothers Rigby, Mitten, Bradshaw and John Thorpe--orgarmed a little 
theatrical company. A stage was fixed up at one end of the log meeting 
house and what with the help of a few quilts for scenery, theatricals were 
undertaken. I was called to play the child in the Charcoal Burner, the first 
play they brought out .. . . I suppose there never was worse acting upon the 
stage than could be seen there, but it was a change from the dance, and 
poor as it was, or bad as it was people enjoyed the change and it was a 
step in the direction of culture."» 
The various towns formed small dramatic companies. In the Logan 
log schoolhouse Ann Roberts, Richard Evans, C. I. Goodwin, and others 
portrayed the characters of melodrama behind tallow candle footlights. 
]. H. Martineau wrote in 1863, 
The Logan Dramatic Association will close its season on the 29th inst 
having been quite successful in affording amusement to the people during 
the winter. Most of the plays were very creditably performed.no 
Smithfield's home dramatic company, organized by Robert L. Fishbom, 
produced such plays as "Rent Day," "Rough Diamond," and "Ben Bolt, "111 
while in Providence in 1860 Mary Low Brown portrayed one of the leading 
roles in "Bluebeard. "112 
ECONOMIC BEGINNINGS: WATER AND LAND 
THE PIONEERS of Cache Valley depended upon the soil and the n'atural 
grasses to provide wheat and beef for food. They built canals and 
~tches to irrigate their fields. Soon after the settlers returned to Wellsville 
108. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Mendon," p. 21. 
109. Charles W. Nibley, op. cit . 
110. 'The Dese'Tet News (Salt Lake City), April 1, 1863. 
111. Leonard and Leonora Olson, op. cit., p. 29. 
112. P'TOvidence and He'T People, p. 126. 
32 TWELFTH ANNUAL FACULTY RESEARCH LECTURE 
in 1859 they dug a canal from the Little Bear River to irrigate the East 
Field of fourteen hundred acres. They worked so diligently that they com' 
pleted the canal during the summer. This was a masterpiece of cooperative 
effort. Charles W. Nibley, who worked on it, wrote: 
The man who could shovel the most dirt or cut the most hay or grain, 
or bring the largest load of logs or wood from the canyon was the hero of 
the community in those times.'13 
The pioneers of Hyrum planted their crops in the spring of 1860 and 
needed water to irrigate the grain. With a spirit level Ira Allen charted 
the course for the canal. The people rallied to construct it. They dug it, 
five feet deep at the bottom and eight at the top, to bring the waters of 
the Little Bear River some nine miles away. Twenty,eight men and boys, 
with eight shovels, a few old spades, a few homemade plows, and a wooden 
"go devil" constructed the canal in twenty,one days.1H 
The settlers of Logan built the Logan and Hyde Park canal as their 
first irrigation project. When some of the people thought the task was too 
difficult Bishop Preston replied, "I think not, brethren. I guess we 'can cut 
the canal. "115 March 27 the pioneers started the construction of their 
project and May 18, 1860, they turned the waters of the Logan River into 
their new ditch.116 Smithfield used the waters of Summit Creek until the 
Logan· Richmond canal brought more moisture for their crops. First Provi, 
dence turned the waters of Spring Creek on their farmlands then by 1864 
brought two streams of water from Blacksmith Fork to irrigate their soils,ur 
Millville brought its irrigation water from Blacksmith Fork,us and Paradise 
used East Canyon Creek for its farmlands. Hyde Park depended upon the 
Logan and Hyde Park canal for irrigation while Richmond constructed 
canals from both Cherry and High Creeks in twenty,five days.119 Franklin 
settlers required water at once because of dry lands. First they brought the 
waters from Spring Creek into their fort, then they constructed a canal to 
bring the waters of High Creek down to their South Field, then they made 
a ditch to bring the waters of Ox Killer and South Canyons and called it 
113. Charles W. Nibley, op. cit. 
114: 'Tullidge's iZuarterly Magazine, I, 555·556. 
115. Ibid., 1.534. 
116. Ibid., I. 535. 
117. Providence and Her People, p. 25. 
118. Anna McCulloch. op. cit., p. 16. 
119. Melvin C. Merrill. ed .• Utah Pioneer and Apostle, Marriner Wood Me"';" 
and His Family (Privately published. 1937). pp. 58,59. 
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the Sanderson Ditch.120 The settlers of Mendon united to build the Gard, 
ner Dam even though they could not all profit by it and when it broke they 
built it again.l2l 
In the first years the farmlands were given to the settlers in twen,ty 
acre plots while additional lands were given for herding purposes and in 
addition the town herd grounds were granted by the county court as 
pasture lands for the cattle, sheep, and horses of the settlers. Bishop Thomas 
of Franklin gave out ten acre lots in the South Field and later additional 
lands were given to the settlers. Isaac Sorensen wrote: 
Father owned 17 acres of farm land and 10,20 acres of hay land. I had 
15 acre farm and some hay land in the beginning of the settling of the 
valley this was the amount of land alloted, the greatest reason for this was 
that more settlers might come in and make the settlements safe against 
Indians.'" 
Brigham Young said in Richmond in 1860 : 
Do not be anxious to have large farms, more than you can till; but divide 
your lands with your brethren, and make yourselves humble and happy.123 
The settlers of Mendon as well as the other towns followed these instruc, 
tions of their leader. 
The people farmed the land with the crudest of implements. They 
cultivated with ox teams pulling homemade wooden plows. They cut the 
grain with cradles, bound it by hand, thrashed it with chaff pilers, and 
took it to the mills, first in Brigham and later in Cache Valley, to be ground 
into coarse flour. Smut affected the early wheat until they used blue vitrol 
to prevent it.124 The settlers could not produce large amounts of wheat by 
this method of labor and until the rush to the Montana mines occurred in 
1863 and after, there was but little market for their grain. Furthermore 
the grasshoppers often left little grain or none at all. Isaac Sorensen wrote, 
"if a man raised 4,5 hundred Bushels, he was thought well to do."125 
EARLY INDUSTRIES 
FROM THE FIRST the people entered into domestic manufacturing; many 
, spinning wheels and hand looms were in operation in families, yards of 
cloth, carpets, mitts, buckskin gloves, and stockings were made in the home. 
They colored the cloth with dyes made from plants. 
120. History of the Development of Southeastern Idaho , p. 20. 
121. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Mendon," p. 24. 
122. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Isaac Sorensen," pp. 55,56. 
123. 'The Deseret 'News (Salt Lake City), August 1, 1860. 
124. Isaac Sorensen, "History o.f Mendon," p. 25 . 
125. Ibid. 
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First among the industries of Cache Valley came the sawmills and 
gristmills. At least as early as 1859 Esaias Edwards built the first sawmill 
in Cache Valley.126 The upright saw was run by water power furnished 
by a stream taken from Blacksmith Fork. In the early 1860's the Valley pos, 
sessed a number of such mills. On the site of the hand saw used by Ben 
Williams and James Ellis, which sawed one hundred and fifty feet of lumber 
a day, He~kiah Thatcher and Joel Ricks erected the first water driven mill 
in Logan.127 The Deseret News reported, "There are four sawmills in 
operation in that [Cache] county and others building."128 W. D. Hendricks. 
William Van Noy, and Samuel Roskelley built and operated a horse' 
powered sawmill in Richmond in 1860,129 Ira Ames and George Snyder 
constructed the first one in Wellsville that same year/so and Ezra G. Wil, 
liams and Mr. Brunson erected one up Main Canyon for the people of 
Smithfield in 1860.181 During the later years the settlers developed more 
and better equipped machinery. In 1864 a Mr. Jackson built a mill on the 
East Fork of the Little Bear River for the people of Paradise. 
In 1860 Daniel and John Hill built a gristmill on the Little Bear River 
for the people of Wellsville.1s2 This was probably the first one in Cache 
Valley. The next year Hezekiah Thatcher, Ezra T. Benson, and Joel Ricks 
added a gristmill to their water driven sawmill.1SS In 1862 William D. 
Hendricks and Goudy Hogan built the first one in Richmond on High 
Creek.18~ In the immediate years that followed Hezekiah Thatcher, W. D. 
Hendricks, and Thomas E. Ricks constructed much improved mills. He.ze, 
kiah Thatcher's Union Roller Mills, built in 1865, developed a flour that 
had wide sale. 
In 1860 Joel Ricks and Thomas Weir erected a large tannery.185 In 
the vats hides were mixed with lime and bark and Logan received its first 
much needed leather. 
126. Isaac Sorensen, "History of Mendon," p. 23 , tells of taking logs to 
Edwards' sawmill in the winter of 1859,60. Anna McCulloch, op. cit., p. 14, places 
the origin of the sawmill in 1858. 
127. M. R. Hovey, op. cit., p. 26. This is also confirmed in Joel Ricks, Notes 
of conversation with James Quayle, MS, 4. 
128. 'The Deseret News (Salt Lake City), October 10, 1860. 
129. Fay H. Johnson, "An Early Economic History of Richmond,"',(Utall State 
Agricultural College Department of History files), p. 7. 
130. Hyrum Stake, Wellsville Ward record, p. 6. 
131. Leonard and Leonora Olson, op. cit. , p. 63. 
132. Hyrum Stake, Wellsville Ward record, p. 6. 
133. M. R. Hovey, op. cit., p. 26. 
134. Benson Stake, Richmond Ward record, p. 2. 
135. Mountaineer (Salt Lake City), March 31. 1860. 
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Most of the merchandise sold in Cache Valley in the first years was 
displayed in the homes of the settlers. Hezekiah Thatcher, Cache Valley's 
richest pioneer, brought the first load of general merchandise into Logan 
in 1860.186 By 1864 William Jennings had a branch store in Logan, man' 
aged by Henry Sadler.187 Before 1865 Ira Ames opened a small store in 
Wellsville,lsB and in the winter of 1864,65 Fred Kiesel also opened a store 
there.1so 
FERRIES, BRIDGES, AND ROADS THE COUNTY COURT granted to Joel Ricks the right to establish a ferry 
C\cross the Little Bear River below its junction with the Logan River. 
Mr. Ricks could charge tolls such as one dollar for a horseman, or single 
animal with a pack, three dollars for a wagon and two animals. The rate 
rose one dollar with each additional animal but a single person or a single 
animal could cross for twenty' five cents.140 During the 1860's a ferry was 
also maintained across the Bear River near the mouth of Deep Creek 
northwest of Preston. Nathan Packer was in charge of the ferry which 
continued until a bridge was built in 1869.141 
Cache County faced a difficult problem in building bridges across its 
many streams. The first sessign of the county court authorized that all 
county revenue not appropriated be spent on roads and bridges.142 'f'hey 
authorized William B. Preston to build a bridge across the north branch 
of the Logan River and when he presented the bill December 4, 1860, it 
completely emptied the treasury and left the county in debt.14s Its erection 
cost $400.75 . Though the county tried to build bridges across the various 
streams by appropriations it was also necessary for building by voluntary 
donation of labor. In 1860 the Mou.ntaineer optimistically reported: 
Bridges are being built across Little Bear River, Rush Creek, Smiths Fork, 
Spring Creek, South and North Logan, Four Mile Creek, Summit Creek, 
Farmers' Creek, High Creek, Cherry Creek and Beaver or Cub Creek.'" 
The roads of Cache Valley were built on higher ground than at 
present. North of Logan the summer road led northward along present 
Fifth East and in the spring when it was wet the road followed the foot of 
136. Tullidge's Histories of Utah , II, 377. 
137. Charles W . Nibley, op. cit. 
138. Ibid. 
139. Ibid. 
140. C\>unty Book of the County of Cache, Book A, p. 32. 
141. History of the Development of Southeastern Idaho , p . 50. 
142. County Book of the County of Cache, Book A, p. 3. 
143. Ibid., pp. 16, 19. 
144. Mountaineer (Salt Lake City), March 31, 1860. 
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the hill below the College and by way of North Logan. H5 The roads to the 
canyons were toll roads and frequently washed out by spring floods. The 
Logan canyon road was constructed ~some distance up the canyon, then 
washed out, and then rebuilt. 
Before the settlers left the crowded quarters of their forts to rebuild 
their houses on their city lots in 1864, James H. Martineau, the county 
surveyor, and Jessie W. Fox, territorial surveyor, surveyed the city plats. 
But the lessons the pioneers learned in the years they lived close 
together developed a spirit of cooperation that would last for years to come 
for they all "worked together and assisted each other in building their log 
houses and getting their land plowed, making roads, ditches, fences, etc. 
They were like one big family."H6 As Isaac Sorensen wrote: 
In 1864, after five years life in a fort where a splendid lesson had been 
taught and learned, it being really necessary to love the neighbors, there 
doors being only half speaking distance apart, which however was quite 
convenient in one respect, as people had to borrow to quite an extent, 
it Wa! not a great task to borrow and return. But this spring [1864] it 
was considered safe to Break up the Long string of Log fortifications and 
move them onto their new Lots which they had selected, or erect new and 
better ones there was many of the houses in fact most of them was rebuilt 
on the Lots but on being reconstructed presented a somewhat better appear-
ance.'" 
Their new surroundings gave the settlers an opportunity for greater 
individual effort. One example will serve as an illustration. 
George Thomson was a very hard working and industrious man. He soon 
had fruit trees and smaII fruits planted on his lot and had a number of 
cows, sheep, chickens, and raised quite a lot of grain each year. His garden 
Wa! one of the earliest in town and he and his family picked many quarts 
of currants, gooseberries, raspberries, strawberries, plums, etc. and sold them 
each year as welI as much garden stuff.1" 
Like other pioneers these Mormon settlers of Cache Valley had met 
the challenge of a northern frontier and they had conquered. Coming 
from milder climates they suffered through the almost overpowering winter 
b~ards which claimed but few lives and they met the Indian raids with 
incredibly few losses. Like the founders of other American settlements they 
demonstrated the resolute courage and untiring industry needed to over' 
come the physical obstacles of a frontier. They added an affectionate regard 
for their great leader and a sincere faith in God. 
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